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Speaker 1: Paisley C. 

On behalf of our students, teachers, and Mrs. Enfinger, we would like to 

welcome you to Youth Elementary’s seventh annual Veteran’s Day Program. 

Time and time again, ordinary citizens of the United States have answered the 

call to serve our great nation in extraordinary ways. Because of their service, 

America has remained strong and our freedom has been protected. We would 

like to salute those brave servicemen and women today. We hope you enjoy 

our program.  

Speaker 2: History of the National Anthem : Lily T. 

In 1812 our country once again found ourselves in a war against Great Britain. 
Out of this conflict, our national anthem was born. In the predawn darkness, 
Frances Scott Key waited as he was held prisoner on a British ship in 
Baltimore Harbor. With canons blazing and bombs lighting up the night sky, 
he anxiously waited for the sight that would calm his fears: the joyous sight of 
the American flag flying over Fort McHenry. Did it still wave over the fort, or 
had it been captured by the British? 

Speaker 3: Annslee S. 

When daylight came, Key spotted the huge flag waving above Fort McHenry. 
Thrilled by the sight of the flag, Key took a letter from his pocket, and began to 
write some verses on the back of it. Later, after the British had withdrawn, 
Key checked into a Baltimore hotel, and completed his poem on the defense of 
Fort McHenry. This poem would later become our national anthem.  
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Speaker 4: Blair C. 

Veteran’s Day is a holiday that honors the men and women who have served 

in the United States Armed Forces- the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the 

Marines, and the Coast Guard. The holiday was first known as “Armistice Day”; 

a day to celebrate the end of World War I. The armistice, or temporary halt of 

fighting, between the Allied nations and Germany went into effect on the 

eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. For that reason, 

November 11, 1918, is generally regarded as the end of World War I.   

Speaker 5: Brock S. 

Armistice Day was a time to remember the sacrifices that the armed forces 

had made during World War I. Soldiers marched in parades and politicians 

gave speeches. Congress voted Armistice Day a national holiday in 1938;       

20 years after the war had ended. 

Speaker 6: James S. 

In 1953 a small town in Kansas began calling the holiday Veteran’s Day to 

thank all the veterans in their town. Congress passed a bill renaming the 

federal holiday Veteran’s Day, and in 1971 President Nixon declared 

November 11th the official day for Veteran’s Day for the entire country. 

Today, Americans still give thanks to the men and women who have served 

our great country and celebrate the spirit of America.  

Spirit of America  

Speaker 7: Kai F. 

From Washington crossing the Delaware to our soldiers serving in 

Afghanistan; our flag has flown over our troops for over two hundred years.  

She was at Flanders Field in World War I and landed with us at Normandy in 

World War II. She was with our troops in Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, and 

Afghanistan. Wherever Uncle Sam has sent our brave servicemen and women, 

our flag has been there too. She represents the very freedom that we fight for 

and defend.  



Speaker 8: Elliana C. 

Our flag goes by many names such as The Stars and Stripes and the Star- 

Spangled banner. She has fifty stars. One for each of our fifty states, and her 

colors have special meaning too.  White means purity. Red shows valor, and 

blue stands for justice. Today we display our flag with pride for our country. 

Long may she wave.  

I Love That Grand Old Flag 

Speaker 9: Malachi W. 

John F. Kennedy once said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask 

what YOU can do for your country.” The men and women who have served in 

our armed forces have done just that. They have given of themselves so that 

we may have the blessings of liberty. God bless America!  

God Bless America 

Speaker 10: Lulu S. 

Each branch of the United States Armed Services has its own military song. 

The Marine Corps protects and defends our country on land and sea. This song 

is used to inspire the troops and to help preserve tradition within each branch 

of service. The Marine’s Hymn is the official song of the marines. According to 

tradition, the first verse of the hymn was written by an officer on duty during 

the Mexican War.  

Speaker 11: Madelynn B. 

The Caissons Go Rolling Along is the official song of the Army. It has been said 

that during a long march in the Philippians, Lieutenant Gruber overheard an 

officer roar, “Come on, keep ‘em rolling!” With the help of some fellow soldiers 

the lyrics were written and in no time The Caisson Song became the song of 

the Field Artillery. The Army is the oldest branch of the Armed services. They 

protect and defend our country on the ground. They are responsible for the 

land operations of the military.   

 



Speaker 12: Chase L. 

Anchors Aweigh is the official song of the Navy. The Naval song was actually 

written as a fight song to be performed at the Naval Academy football games. 

The song was written in 1906, and it so inspired the football team that they 

won the Army – Navy football game that year breaking a 5 year losing streak! 

Aweigh means to lift or raise. An anchor holds a ship in one place. When the 

anchor is aweigh, it is pulled out of the water so the ship can set sail. The men 

and women of the Navy protect us on the high seas.   

Speaker 13: Jameson G. 

Off We Go is the song of the Air Force. They protect our country in the air. The 

last line of the Air Force song became their motto: Nothing can stop the US Air 

Force. On July 30, 1971 the original copy of the song was carried into space on 

Apollo 15. The Air force is the youngest branch of the Armed Services.   August 

1, 1907, the U.S. Army Signal Corps formed an Aeronautical Division, only 

three-and-a-half years after the Wright Brothers flew the world's first 

powered airplane at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. After World War II, based on 

the Army Air Forces’ wartime achievements and future potential, the U.S. Air 

Force won its independence on September 18, 1947.  

Speaker 14: Gracie R. 

The United States Coast Guard can be traced back to August 4th, 1790, when 

the first Congress approved the construction of ten vessels to enforce trade 

laws. In fact, the Coast Guard is one of the oldest organizations of the federal 

government and until the Navy Department was created, served as the only 

armed force afloat for our country. Today, in times of peace, the Coast Guard 

serves on the nation’s front-line enforcing our laws at sea and protecting the 

marine environment.  

 

 

 



Speaker 15: Joseph H. 

We would now like to honor each branch of the Armed Services. If you are an 

active service member or veteran watching this video today, please accept our 

gratitude as we sing your branch’s song. 

Armed Services Medley  

Honoring of veterans via slide show 

Speaker 16: Josie P. 

We would now like to honor those brave men and women who paid the 

ultimate sacrifice for our freedom and for those who have served and are no 

longer with us. Please join us in a moment of silence as we remember their 

service and sacrifice. 

Taps 

Speaker 17: Eli B. 

“These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the 

sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the services of his country; but 

he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.” 

Thomas Paine spoke these words in 1776. Today, we would like to thank the 

veterans who have stepped up to answer the call from their country to 

provide us with liberty. 

THANK A VET 

Closing Remarks- Mrs. Enfinger 


